
 

 

 

Friday 4th November 2022 
Our Christian Value for the term: Caring 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  Mark 12:31 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
I hope you all had a lovely half term break. It has been such a long time since we have held face to face 
parents' meetings and it was really nice to see so many parents back in school this week.  
 
We have had a brilliant first week back. Year 6 are studying Ancient Greece and they brought in some 
delicious Greek food to school today. The classrooms were filled with the aromas of honey cake, tzatziki, 
flatbreads and olives. Year 1 children were having a very happy time in Forest School this morning - making 
cakes in the mud kitchen, climbing trees and building dens. I was a little alarmed to hear that the Year 4 
children had been mummifying Mrs Healey as part of their Ancient Egyptians topic - but she is OK now! 
 
Next weekend is Remembrance Sunday and we are selling poppies in school over the week as well as 
attending the Remembrance Service at St. Mary's Church and the laying of wreaths at the war memorial.  
 
We will be raising money for Children in Need on 18th November. The children are currently deciding amongst 
themselves what they will be wearing and we will let you know as soon as they have decided.  

 
 
Mrs Woolley  
Head Teacher 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 

Year 2  
Year 2 have been making puppets in design and technology, we used the book Octopus socktopus as our 
inspiration.  We used socks for the bodies and cut legs from socks too.  We sewed the legs onto the bodies 
and then added extra pieces on after. 
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Forest School 
 
Beech, Plum and Pear had a wonderful time at their first forest school session today, their sessions will run 
every Friday until Friday 9th December.  
 
Forest School is a brilliant opportunity for children to be curious about the world we live in alongside the 
natural world. Through achievable tasks both individually and within a group we encourage children to be 
courageous at Forest School. By being surrounded by a forest environment within the school grounds the 
children develop embedded caring values to nature that we live amongst.  
 
Please remember the Children will need the following kit in school on Forest School days;  

 
Warm hat (not all in one hat/scarf) 
Gloves 
Long sleeved t-shirt 
Hoody/jumper/fleece 
Long trousers/Leggings  
Spare socks 
Wellies 
Waterproof coat 
Waterproof trousers  
Plastic bag for dirty clothes 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 
Free school Meals 
 
If you are not receiving Free school meals and you think you may qualify - apply for Free 
school meals now - instant decision Apply for free school meals - Gloucestershire County Council  
(please have your National Insurance number to hand) 
 
Free school meals is not the same as Universal Free School Meals children automatically receive in 
reception to year 2 -  Free school meals attracts addition funding to the school, which can help you 
with school trips and school events as well as securing your child with a free school meal for the 
whole time they are in primary school, so even if your child is in reception to year 2 it is also worth 
applying for free school meals -  all approved application are eligible for a free school jumper (please 
contact the office to order this, when your application has been approved).  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-transport-and-free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/
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.Milk 
Reception Children whose parents/carers have registered for Free school milk (under 5’s), are receiving milk in 
class at the moment. This is not an automatic registration.  If you would like to take advantage of the free 
school milk scheme (for under 5’s), please register your child at www.CoolMilk.co.uk.   Please be aware , as 
your children turns 5,  this will become chargeable and an invoice will be sent to the parent/carer from 
Coolmilk.  
 
All children who receive  FSM (not UNFSM)  can have school milk throughout their time at primary, if required. 
Again parents need to register for this.  
 
If you do not want your child to receive milk in school,  the  parent/carer will need to cancel it.   This should be 
done via Coolmilk.  We are unable to do this in the school office.  For further information please look at the 
coolmilk website or contact the school office.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 

School Photos 

On 5thOctober your child had their individual school photo taken -  your child should have brought home a 
card from Colorfoto, this enabled you to register your email address for notifications -  the school photos are 
ready to order -  if you did not receive the card -  please contact the school office -  who will be able to help 
you. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 

Clubs 
Artikids  
 
In Artikids Club, Mia K created a colourful shark-
peg, Amelia S has made a wonderful rockpool 
picture and Peter M has sketched a beautiful 
dolphin on a sunset picture.  
 
All 3 children received a prize and certificate for 
their work. For the past 3 weeks, St Mary's has 
been at 1st place in Artikids Club Competition 
against other schools. Well done Everyone!  

 
 

http://www.coolmilk.co.uk/
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. 

Ice Cream Fridays are back!! 

We will be selling ice creams after school every Friday in front of main reception.  

 

- Cones, rocket lollies and Fabs are £1.  

- Mini milks are 50p. 

- We accept cash or card. 

- We start selling at 3pm so please consider buying before you collect your child/ children. 

 

If you are ever able to help sell ice-cream’s, please contact us on ptfa@st-marys-tetbury.gloucs.sch.uk, it 
only takes half an hour of your time.  

 

Amazon Smile 

 

Amazon Smile is an easy way to support your child’s school at no further cost to you! 
  

When using the Amazon app or website to make purchases, select our school as your chosen 
charity and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases at no cost to you!  

  

Please be careful to select: St. Mary’s Primary School Parents Teachers and Friends Association 
(Tetbury) 
  

For information on how to set up AmazonSmile please visit: 
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign-up-for-amazonsmile 

  

Friends and family can also use AmazonSmile as an easy way to support your children’s 
school. 

Amazon Smile is an easy way to support your child’s school at no cost to you! 

 

When using the Amazon app or website to make purchases, select our school as your chosen charity and 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases at no cost to you!  

mailto:ptfa@st-marys-tetbury.gloucs.sch.uk
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign-up-for-amazonsmile
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Please be careful to select: St. Mary’s Primary School Parents Teachers and Friends Association (Tetbury) 

 

Easyfundraising.com 

Easyfundraising is another easy way to support your child’s school at no cost to you! 

 

When you are doing any online shopping, click via Easyfundraising.com to support St Mary’s school without 
it costing you a penny.  

 

Do your online shopping via http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarystetbury/ and the retailer 
pays a percentage of your total without any charge to you. 

 

Friends and family can also use Easyfundraising as an easy way to support your children’s school. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Textile Recycler   

 

The bin is located in the carpark by the Yr3/4 playground.  

 

All funds raised by St. Mary's PTFA go directly towards benefiting each and 
every child that attends our school.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarystetbury/
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Community 

ISing Pop 
 

You are invited to join us on Sunday 6nd November in St Mary’s School Hall for a fun filled hour of chatting, 
crafting, songs, prayers and a Bible story followed by tea.” 4-5.30pm. Please note all children under the age 
of 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 
  
Tetbury Area Churches together ISingPOP team) 
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Families First 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find the  next issue of Families Gloucestershire Magazine  via this link.  
This  issue is loaded with really useful information and articles for 

parents including: 

• Getting school support for a child with SEN 

• Why education begins at home 

• Road safety for children  

• Chapter books that encourage kindness 

• New term teething problems 

• Brilliant first chapter books for early readers 

• Screen free rainy day activities 

• Enjoying Autumn outside 

• Family friendly walks for Autumn 

 
 
 
 
 
New issue coming soon. 

https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesgloucestershireseptemberoctober22digital?fr=sNzNhNTUzNDYyNDA
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The cost of living crisis 
 

Here at Citizens Advice Stroud and Cotswold Districts we are seeing an increase in demand for our 
services as a result of the cost of living crisis. 
Over the last three months we have seen a 92% increase in requests for charitable help from the same 
period last year, with people seeking help with food, fuel or hardship fund payments. 
Whilst the Energy Price Guarantee announced on the 8th September comes as a huge relief to 
households, energy bills are still very high. In winter 2021, the energy price cap was set at £1,277 for 
typical use. The new Price Guarantee starting on 1 October for households on typical use will be £2,500 
a year. 
We are very concerned about how vulnerable residents will cope this autumn and winter when 
temperatures drop and they need to turn their heating on. Many of our clients have been unable to 
afford their essential costs during the summer months. We have already had clients on prepayment 
meters who do not have enough credit to run medical equipment that relies on electricity; clients who 
cannot afford to heat their water; parents who are skipping meals to feed their children and pensioners 
unable to afford their fuel bills. In our largely rural districts, many residents rely on oil for heating and 
hot water and we have been contacted by people who cannot afford the cost of the minimum order. 
 
 
What to do if you are worrying about money 
 
If you are worried about paying your bills there are a few simple things you can do: 
 

1. Work out your budget. Find out exactly how much you have coming in, and what's going out, and 

think about where you may be able to make savings. There is a useful budgeting tool on the 

national Citizens Advice website  (https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk) to help you. 

2. If you don't think you can pay your energy bills, contact your supplier. There are schemes to help 

customers but if you don't tell them you are struggling then they can't help you. 

3. If you have debts, look at the guidance on debt on the national Citizens Advice website.  
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4. Check if you might be entitled to any 

benefits. If you have internet access you can use Turn2Us, Entitledto or Policy in Practice benefit 

calculators to check what you might get.  

5. Make sure you have received any cost of living payments that you are entitled to. If you are in 

council tax Band A-D property you should have received a rebate on your council tax and if you 

are a pensioner, on benefits or disabled there are various payments that you should be receiving. 

 
If you cannot access the internet please call us on our freephone number 0808 800 0510 to access 
advice. 
 
If you are really struggling and don't have enough food to eat you can call the Trussell Trust  
 
Help through Hardship Helpline on 08082 082138.  
 
Please do ask for help – we understand that these are worrying times. 
 
You can get advice by calling us on our freephone number (0808 800 0510) and email advice through 
our local website (https://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/) under the Get Help section. 
We are also seeing clients by appointment in our Stroud and Cirencester offices and in the community at 
various venues across both districts – currently Dursley, Paganhill Community Hub, Stonehouse APT, 
Wotton under Edge and Moreton in Marsh and Tetbury. 
 
We are also looking for new volunteers to train as admin assistants in both our Cirencester and Stroud 
offices – if you are interested please email info@ca-scd.org.uk. We also welcome donations to support 
our service – find out more on our website https://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/). 
 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
COVID vaccines: how to access first or second doses for children aged 5-17 

  

It isn’t too late for children to access a COVID vaccination if they haven’t already completed their course.  
  
Children are eligible for:  
▪ First or second dose – Children aged 5 to 11 (paediatric dose Pfizer) 

▪ First or second doses – Children aged 12-17 (Pfizer) 

https://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/
mailto:info@ca-scd.org.uk
https://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/
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▪ Third primary dose – Children aged 5-11 
who are severely immunocompromised (paediatric dose Pfizer – 8 weeks after second dose), anyone aged 12+ 
who is severely immunocompromised (Pfizer – 8 weeks after second dose) 

▪ Autumn booster - Children aged 5-11 who are severely immunocompromised or household 
contact of someone immunocompromised (paediatric dose Pfizer – at least 3 months after previous dose), 
anyone aged 12-17 who is severely immunocompromised or household contact of someone 
immunocompromised (Pfizer – at least 3 months after previous dose) 

*children aged 5-15 inclusive must wait 12 weeks after a COVID-19 infection to get a vaccination 

**people aged 16 or over must wait four weeks after a COVID-19 infection to get a vaccination 
  
To access a vaccination, contact your GP Practice for advice on how to book an appointment at a local 
vaccination centre, use the national booking system to get an appointment at a community pharmacy or the 
JabVan at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital (www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination or call 119), or look out for drop-in 
clinics on the local COVID information portal. 
  
Please make sure to carefully check eligibility before taking your child to a drop-in clinic; depending on their 
age they may only have specific vaccines which will not always be available at every clinic.  
 
More information about the COVID vaccines for children and young people is available here.  
 
Gloucestershire Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust 
 

 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fcovidvaccination&data=05%7C01%7CCaroline.Halford%40ghc.nhs.uk%7C088eb8bf521743ac4b6f08daab942e97%7Cf8120e622f9442d0beb68143b2f833fb%7C1%7C0%7C638010950179316423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fa2ZPEvh6blEXp1moKCkFBASveohGPDXLZThrQuFjK0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.glos.nhs.uk%2Fvaccinations%2F%23link-dropin&data=05%7C01%7CCaroline.Halford%40ghc.nhs.uk%7C088eb8bf521743ac4b6f08daab942e97%7Cf8120e622f9442d0beb68143b2f833fb%7C1%7C0%7C638010950179316423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gjwJhfxfuwsOlOwFLv7IkMwddZKME6TiHP8EJY%2Bbui8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people&data=05%7C01%7CCaroline.Halford%40ghc.nhs.uk%7C088eb8bf521743ac4b6f08daab942e97%7Cf8120e622f9442d0beb68143b2f833fb%7C1%7C0%7C638010950179472646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RneggpQ%2BsV63dN1Bea01lu0H6npA6SKyDpr2VGB9CrI%3D&reserved=0
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