
 

 

 

 

Rainforests are the oldest ecosystems on Earth and they are home to millions of people,            

plants and animals.  

Tropical Rainforests are found near the Equator between the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn. The enormous amount of rain and   tropical heat means that the conditions in the 

rainforest are humid and damp. These rainforests only cover 6% of the surface of the 

Earth but scientists believe that about 50% of the plant and animal species in the world 

live in them.  
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Vocabulary 
 

 

     Word                               Definition 

Climate The weather and temperature usually found in an area. 

Deforestation The destruction of trees over large areas. 

Environment Everything in the world around us, which can affect our lives. 

Equator An imaginary circle around Earth. It runs east and west halfway between the 

North and South poles. 

Humid Having a high level of moisture in the air. 

Indigenous A living thing that belongs naturally to an area. 

Logging Felling and cutting trees. 

Species A group of living things that the same main features and can breed with one 

another. 

Threat Something that can cause harm to an animal, plant or habitat. 

Vegetation The plant life growing in a certain area. 

 

Indigenous People:  

There are millions of people living in the 

rainforests of the world. These tribal 

people live a traditional way of life that has 

stayed relatively unchanged for 

hundreds of years. These tribes understand 

the rainforest and live in harmony with it. 

One of the largest tribes of the Amazon is 

the Yanomami. 

 

Threats to the Rainforest: 
Deforestation: 

1. To clear space for farming: growing crops 

(soya beans and palm oil) and grazing land for 

beef cattle. 

2. Chopping down trees for wood. 

3. To build roads to mine for metal, gold and 

diamonds. 

4. To dig for oil. 

5.  To flood areas to make dams and generate 

electricity. 
 

 

The Amazon Rainforest: 

The Amazon Rainforest is the largest tropical rainforest in the world with more than 

half located in Brazil. It is full of wildlife.  

The Amazon River: 
The River is approximately 4000 miles long, mostly flowing through rainforest. 

It has around 200 tributaries. 

It begins in the Andes Mountains and is the second longest river in the world. 

No bridges cross the river at any point. 

 

 


